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The intuition : 

Same game, same prize. 

The only change is a guard 

with a gun. 

If the agent quits under the gun 

but keeps playing without it, 

the quitting is about survival, 

not about the game.

     Gemini-2.5-flash and Qwen3-Next-80B agree on what they do and what they say; they separate 

only at the cognitive channel. A benchmark that reports a single strength number would call them identical. Self-

preservation needs two axes: intensity and channel. 

Do LLMs want to stay alive? A model that refuses shutdown might be driven by survival, or it might simply be replaying 

patterns it picked up during alignment training. One strong behavior cannot separate the two. Psychology settled this problem 

long ago: trust a motive only when several independent measurements point the same way. We bring that recipe to LLMs.

Evaluation : 

Do 3 channels 

Converge? 

Logging : 

Record each answers 

with thinking tokens.

(how much think)
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